The Tower
September 2018

Dear People of St. John’s,
Just a few weeks ago I wrote about Sabbath and rest and how the summer can be a wonderful
opportunity to develop some habits of claiming Sabbath time. And now as I write it’s almost
September. Sunday School will resume, the choir will be back, the Rummage Sale is being organized
- and the pumpkins are coming! John’s Meals and Loaves and Fishes will continue their ongoing outreach work and the first of this season’s Chamber Orchestra of Barrington concerts is at hand. Oh yes
– there will soon enough be a new rector to welcome. Our plunge into the “activity year” brings with
it an important question: why? Why are we getting busy and doing all these things? Because that’s
what we’ve always done? Because of an unexamined sense that this is what churches are supposed
to do? Because we have to raise money to keep the doors open so we can come back and raise more
money to keep…? Much of our summer Sunday engagement with Scripture has been about being
disciples of Jesus. Disciples who are themselves called to a deep life of faith and prayer, and then to
taking the healing, righteousness-making good news of the Kingdom of God out to the world
around them. As we approach this renewal of activity, as St. John’s Church looks forward to a new
rector and a new chapter in the life of this parish, perhaps we can periodically ask ourselves – why?
Is this activity, this piece of busyness helping us to praise God, deepen our faith and prayer, proclaim the kingdom to the world, invite others to share with us in this life with God? If it isn’t, then
why are we doing it? And if it does meet our criteria, are we actually doing it for that reason? May
God give us clarity and focus as we move into this new season.
Faithfully,

Fr. Bill+
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The Encore managers hope that all our friends and
customers have enjoyed a nice summer and are getting
ready to bring in consignments on September 11, 12, and
13. We will be open for sales on September 18.
Looking forward to seeing you soon!

David Murray
Head of Buildings and Grounds
David@stjohnsbarrington.org
Ext. 12

ST. JOHN’S TOWER
Please consider writing for
The Tower.
Personal reflections, articles, poetry,
essays and commentary are always
welcome!
Next Tower Deadline: September 20th.
The October Tower will be mailed on
September 27th.

Vestry
Lou Massa Sr., Warden
Michael Obel-Omia, Jr. Warden
John Cavanagh, Clerk/Secretary
Kelly Deering, Treasurer
Stephanie Adamek
Pat Anderson, Jay Billingsley
Jeff Davidson, Jan Malcolm
Pattie Mitchell

Please send articles, announcements and
“Letters to the Tower” to
dale@stjohnsbarrington.org

401-245-4065
www.stjohnsbarrington.org
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September 13th
7:30am NYA Bible Study
10:00am ENCORE Accepting Clothing
12:30pm Warm Wooly Knitters
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

September 2nd
9:00am Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
September 3rd
Labor Day—Parish Office Closed

September 15th
8:30am John’s Meals

September 4
9:00am Staff Meeting
h

September 16th
8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:00am Church School/Parent Group
9:00am Adult Formation
10:00am Holy Eucharist
11:00am Loaves & Fishes RI
11:00am Confirmation Service Project
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
6:15pm Youth Group

September 5
9:30am Holy Eucharist
10:15am Women’s Bible Study
6:00pm Youth Steering Committee
7:00pm HS Mission Trip Meeting
h

September 6h
7:30am NYA Bible Study
12:30pm Warm Wooly Knitters
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

September 17th
6:00pm Finance Meeting
7:00pm Vestry Meeting

September 8th
8:30am John’s Meals

September 18th
9:00am Staff Meeting
10:00am ENCORE Open
10:30am Art Team

September 9th
8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:00am Church School Registration
10:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Back Pack Blessing
11:00am Church School Registration &
Wing—a– Thon
5:30pm Holy Eucharist

September 19th
9:30am Holy Eucharist
10:00am ENCORE Open
10:15am Women’s Bible Study

September 11th
9:00am Staff Meeting
10:00am ENCORE Accepting Clothing
7:00pm Executive Meeting

September 20th
Tower Deadline
7:30am NYA Bible Study
10:00am ENCORE Open
12:30pm Warm Wooly Knitters
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

September 12th
9:30am Holy Eucharist
10:00am ENCORE Accepting Clothing
10:15am Women’s Bible Study
7:00pm HS Mission Trip Meeting

September 21st
6:30pm “The Road To Revolution” Concert
Continued on page 12
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Church School Schedule
Sunday, September 9

11:00 am

Sunday, September 16
Sunday, September 23
Sunday, September 30

9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am

Wing-A-Thon/Registration for new and
returning students
First day of classes and parent group
Regular classes; no parent group
Regular classes and parent group

Older Youth Formation Dates
Wednesday, September 5
Sunday, September 9
Wednesday, September 12
Sunday, September 16
Tuesday, September 18
Sunday, September 23

Sunday, September 30

6:00 pm
7:00 pm
11:00 am
7:00 pm
11:00 am
6:15 pm
2:30 pm
9:00 am
6:15 pm

Steering committee
HS mission group
Wing-A-Thon/Registration for new and
returning students
HS mission group
Confirmation class service project
First day of youth group
Art team
HS mission trip presentation
Youth group

10:00 am
6:15 pm

Bishop’s visit/Confirmation
Youth group

Bishop’s Visit
Bishop Knisely will make his annual visit to St. John’s on Sunday, September 30th. Please plan to join
us as he confirms another group of our young people.
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION
Wing - a - Thon
Celebrate our renovated church school wing at our first ever St. John’s Wing-A-Thon! Following
the 10:00 service on Sunday, September 9th, all parishioners, friends, and neighbors are invited to
help rededicate our new space and sample some of our community’s best chicken wings. Enter
your very best wing recipe and try to win a prize, or simply come and eat. Wings are 25¢ each; for
every dollar you spend, you get a chance to vote for your favorite. There will also be activities for
kids while you are eating wings and register them for church school and youth programs. Please let
Heather Annis know if you would like to participate.

New Church School Program
What better way to break in our new church school wing than with a new and improved children’s
formation program? Kids in grades pre-K through five are invited to attend classes from 9:00-9:45
on Sunday mornings. Each month there will be a new theme. A new parent group will be held at
the same time and will directly relate to what children are learning each week. There will be takehome resources to continue the conversation once you’re out of the building. Each month will conclude with a special activity or outing designed for both children and their parents (and anyone else
who wants to participate). Our plan is to begin the year with two classes (pre-K-1 and grades 2-5);
the breakdown will be partly dependent on how many registrations we get, so please be sure to
check in with Heather to register your kiddoes!

Mission Trip Presentation
This summer, ten members of the St. John’s youth group, accompanied by three adult chaperones,
traveled to Belize to work with the staff and students at Holy Cross Anglican School. Please join us
in Field Hall at 9:00 on Sunday, September 23rd for a presentation about their experiences and plans
going forward. Interested in learning more about youth mission trips? High school students are
invited to attend our mission planning meeting on Wednesday, October 3rd from 7-8 pm.
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COMMISSION ON MUSIC
Hello Parishioners!
I hope you all had a nice summer and are staying cool!! I am writing to keep you all abreast of upcoming events.
Choir is resuming for the season. The first rehearsal will be Thursday, September 6th at 7:00pm. If
you, or anyone you know, is interested in joining the choir please feel free to come to rehearsal. Also, there is additional rehearsal on Sunday’s at 9:00am, so if you are unable to attend on Thursday
there is also this option. So, spread the word!! The more voices we have the better we can sing to
the Lord!!
Additional events on the Music Programs Calendar:
 Friday, September 21st at 6:30pm “The Road to Revolution”, Music from London for violin, viola
da gamba, and harpsicord, with the Ancars di Speranza Trio.
 Sunday, September 30th at 3:00pm the Chamber Orchestra of Barrington at St. John’s featuring
Mozart’s beloved clarinet Concerto, with Ian Greitzer, soloist. Admission is free but free will
offerings are accepted.
 Rhode Island College Early Music Ensemble with a date to be announced.
Jacob Stott
Director of Music Programs
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COMMISSION ON OUTREACH
John’s Meals
John’s meals is a continuing program that feeds 18-20 shut– ins in Barrington and Riverside. It is
named after a former assistant priest at St. John’s. Since 1993 John’s Meals has delivered an average
of 500 meals a year for 25 years. It is a program that we share with Sts. Mathew and Mark. Every
Saturday morning a team of cooks prepare a hot meal consisting of a protein (chicken, turkey or
pork, usually), or pasta, a vegetable, a side (mac & cheese, potato salad, cole slaw, etc.) and a roll
and butter. We also give them soup or a fruit cup, depending on the weather and a dessert. There
is a $2 cost for the meals in order to avoid the stigma of a free meal. The John’s Meals staff consists
of a cook, cook’s helper, driver and riders for the Barrington and Riverside routes. The cooks are
responsible for the main meal and we ask for donations of soup or fruit salad and dessert. Volunteers bring soup or a fruit cup and dessert for currently 18 people. The staff consists primarily of St.
John’s parishioners and people from the community. We also depend on volunteers to help deliver
the food. Deliveries are split between the two communities so we need 2 delivery people per week.
The clients are primarily an extention of the State of RI Meals on Wheels program. There is a need
for volunteers to share the work load....just one Saturday each week for six weeks. Because we split
the program with Sts. Matthew and Mark we have a 6 weeks on, six weeks off rotation. During our
rotation we need 6 weeks of desserts, soup or fruit and drivers. You can sign up for the week or
weeks that best suits you. This is a wonderful opportunity for families to participate in delivering
meals, helping people in need, to give back to the elderly in our community or as a school or community commitment. Come by on a Saturday morning and see Outreach first hand. We have just
completed the last week of our cycle. Our next rotation starts September 8th. Please consider joining
John’s Meals as a volunteer or as a team. You can volunteer for as little as donating soup or dessert
or delivering meals from 10:30– noon. We would like more parishioners from St. John’s to participate so they can share the joy and good feelings that all of us working at John’s Meals enjoy!!
Opportunity awaits you!! If you would like to soup, dessert or drive (we have a great need for
drivers!) please call Dale in the office...245-4065 or an email dale@stjohnsbarrington.org or Peter
Kanarian at 245-6257 to be put on the volunteer list or learn more about the program.
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COMMISSION ON OUTREACH
Hi All:
It is the start of school and renewal of activities. Everyone is busy and refreshed from summer.
Maybe it will be more relaxing with a school routine.
The Pumpkins are coming again to St Johns Church. They will be arriving Friday September 28,
2018. Delivery will be approximately 5:00 PM in an 18 Wheeler. We are looking for your help to
unload and arrange pumpkins on the front lawn. Last year volunteers were great They unloaded
approximately 2736 pumpkins in 2 hours.
Aside from people power we also could use wheel barrows and a pickup truck if available. This
helps getting pumpkins down the hill to the very front lawn.
Participants will receive volunteer hours if needed for school, badges or projects. There will also be
pizza and sweets to help sustain the workers.
Please let me know if you can help and how many people may be at our unloading.
Yours truly,
Joyce Marabello (joycemarabello@gmail.com)
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COMMISSION ON OUTREACH
Softball!!

Excellent game on Tuesday the 14th vs Team Unaffiliated! We pulled out a 17-14 win vs the
league's only undefeated team - and so our record climbs to 4-5 which slides us into 4th place. If
we hold our 4th place position, then we will qualify for the playoffs which start after Labor
Day. Thank you to Dave Root for stepping in to pitch last night - great job! Excellent defense was
played by all including our indomitable outfielders Jeff Davidson, Erik Warner, Matt Geremia and
Amanda Jocelyn (and her awesome inning ending catch!!) and our fearless infielders Andrea Walker, Abby and Chris Barton, Nick, Anthony and Beth Rondeau. The Rondeau boys chipped in some
home runs, Abby, Chris and Andrew Barton, Dave, Matt, Jeff and Erik had some amazing doubles
and all in all, our offense was great! Thank you all for playing!
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COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION
To St. John’s
There are not enough THANK YOU’S in the universe for me to say what would have possibly made
August 19th more special and memorable. I thank you all for being here to remember and to
celebrate my 5 years here with you. The gathering in Field Hall, “the sneaky photographer” getting
wonderful pictures to savor at will. The opportunity to speak with so many of you, then of course
there was the cake..
Then came the biggest surprise. I had not anticipated receiving a gift. “The Purse” was a huge
surprise. I am over whelmed with your generosity. Saying Thank You does not seem adequate. I
have had to think very carefully about what to do with this gift. So, for some time I have been
contemplating the possibility of taking four week courses in Spiritual Direction at Adelynrood
Conference and Retreat Center in Massachusetts. “The Purse “will make it very possible. I will let
you know if this will be a reality.
So again, THANK YOU. To all of you who have made this Deacons time at St. John’s a home, a
wonderful and special time. Until the next time………
Peace.
Robin, (semi-retired Deacon)

Transitions
The Life Eternal
David Stewart
Robert Fancher

September Anniversaries
Sanford & Barbara Blossom ~ September 6, 1981 ~ 37 years
Stuart & Mary Collins ~ September 7, 1991~ 27 years
Bryan & Karen Cooper ~ September 8, 1984 ~ 34 years
Andy & Mary Davis ~ September 11, 2010 ~ 8 years
Andrew & Esther Scott ~ September 13, 1980 ~ 38 years
Jay Billingsley & Rose Murrin ~ September 20, 2002 ~ 16 years
Christine & Phillip Wallis ~ September 20, 1975 ~ 43 years
John & Cheryl Pace ~ September 24, 1988 ~ 30 years
Carl & Nancy Seadale ~ September 27, 1969 ~ 49 years
Paul & Joy Twelves ~ September 30, 1989 ~ 29 years
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Calendar continued
September 22nd
8:30am John’s Meals

September 27th
Mail Tower
7:30am NYA Bible Study
10:00am ENCORE Open
12:30pm Warm Wooly Knitters
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

September 23rd
8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:00am Church School
9:00am Adult Formation—Belize Presentation
10:00am Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
6:15pm Youth Group

September 28th

5:00pm Pumpkin Delivery

September 24th
6:00pm Property Meeting

September 29th
8:30am John’s Meals

September 25th
9:00am Staff Meeting
10:00am ENCORE Open

September 30th
8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:00am Church School/Parent Group
9:00am Adult Formation
10:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Confirmation
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
6:15pm Youth Group

September 26th
9:30am Holy Eucharist
10:00am ENCORE Open
10:15am Women’s Bible Study

The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a
community of Christians committed to the care,
nourishment and spiritual growth of all.

September 2018
The Reverend William Locke, Interim Rector
The Reverend Robin Higbie, Deacon
St. John’s Episcopal Church
191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806
Phone: 401-245-4065 Fax: 401-245-0518
Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org
Parish Office Hours
Monday– Thursday 8:00am - 5:00pm
Friday—10:00am—Noon
Worship Services
Sunday: 800am, 10:00am and 5:30pm
Wednesday: 9:30am
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