
 

  

 

Dear People of St. John’s,  

 

Recently, our Deacon Robin Higbie shared a letter with the Vestry and me. It said in part:  

“I wish to thank all of St. John’s for being so welcoming and supportive since I arrived on your door-

step as a Deacon on March 3, 2013. I have enjoyed every moment of my time here with you. 

As you are aware, when the Rector leaves a Parish, if there is a Deacon serving, they must leave prior 

to the new Rector’s arrival. Since Deacons serve at the discretion of  the Bishop, we are not a member 

of any particular parish. 

I have been in contact with Bishop Knisely, and it has been agreed that my last day serving at the  

Altar functioning as a Deacon for St. John’s will be August 19, 2018.” 

 

Robin and the Bishop have also agreed that she will complete a couple of commitments  –  

Confirmation class preparation and acolyte training –  both of which will be over by the end of  

September. 

 

I have been lucky enough to serve with Robin when I was Rector of St. Paul’s, Pawtucket as well as 

here at St. John’s, so I know how she becomes an important part of parish life and therefore how 

much she will be missed. 

 

I hope you will plan to be in church for the 9:00 am service on August 19 so we can give our thanks 

to Robin and wish her Godspeed. 

 
 

Faithfully, 

 

 

Fr. Bill+ 

 

The Tower 
August 2018 
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DIRECTORY 
 

Clergy 
The Reverend William Locke 

Interim Rector 

Rector@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 16 
 

The Reverend Robin Higbie 

Deacon 

Robin@stjohnsbarrington.org    

Ext. 15 
 

Staff 

Dale West 

Parish Administrator 

Dale@stjohnsbarrington.org      

Ext. 11 
 

Mary Clark 

Business Manager 

mary@stjohnsbarrington.org 

Ext. 13 
 

Heather Annis 

Children & Youth Ministries Director 

Heather@stjohnsbarrington.org    

Ext. 18 
 

Jacob Stott 

Director of Music Programs 

jacob@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 19 
 

David Murray 

Head of Buildings and Grounds 

David@stjohnsbarrington.org   

Ext. 12 
 

 Vestry 

Lou Massa Sr., Warden 

Michael Obel-Omia, Jr. Warden 

John Cavanagh, Clerk/Secretary 

Kelly Deering, Treasurer 

Stephanie Adamek 

Pat Anderson, Jay Billingsley                         

Jeff Davidson, Jan Malcolm 

Pattie Mitchell 
 

401-245-4065 

www.stjohnsbarrington.org  
 

 

ST. JOHN’S TOWER 
Please consider writing for  

The Tower.  

Personal reflections, articles, poetry,  

essays and commentary are always  

welcome! 

Next Tower Deadline: August 15th.  

The September Tower will be mailed on 

 August 29th. 
 

Please send articles, announcements and  

“Letters to the Tower” to 

dale@stjohnsbarrington.org 

ENCORE  is closed for the summer. 

Enjoy the summer and we’ll see you in  

September! 
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August 1st 

9:30am Holy Eucharist 

10:15am Women’s Bible Study 
 

August 2nd 

7:30am Not Your Average Bible Study 

12:30pm Warm Wooly Knitters 

6:00pm Softball Game 
 

August 3rd 

5:00pm Lobster Roll Sale 
 

August 5h 

9:00am Holy Eucharist 

5:30pm Holy Eucharist 
 

5:00pm Lobster Roll Sale 
 

August 7h 

9:00am Staff Meeting 

6:00pm Softball Game 
 

August 8th 

9:30am Holy Eucharist 

10:15am Women’s Bible Study 
 

August 7th 

10:30am Art Team 

August 9th 

7:30am NYA Bible Study 

12:30pm Warm Wooly Knitters 
 

August 10th 

5:00pm Lobster Roll Sale 
 

August 12th 

9:00am Holy Eucharist 

5:30pm Holy Eucharist 
 

August 14th 

9:00am Staff Meeting 

10:30am Art Team 

6:00pm Softball Game 

7:00pm Executive Meeting 
 

 

 

 
August 15th 

Tower Deadline 

9:30am Holy Eucharist 

10:15am Women’s Bible Study 
 

August 16th 

7:30am NYA Bible Study 

12:30pm Warm Wooly Knitters 
 

August 17th 

5:00pm Lobster Roll Sale 
 

August 19th 

9:00am Holy Eucharist 

Back Pack Kick Off 

9:00am Confirmation Class 

11:00am Loaves & FishesRI 

5:30pm Holy Eucharist 
 

August 20th 

10:00am Confirmation Class 

6:00pm Finance Meeting 

7:00pm Vestry Meeting 
 

August 21st 

9:00am Staff Meeting 

10:00am Confirmation Class 
 

August 22nd 

9:30am Holy Eucharist 

10:15am Women’s Bible Study 
 

August 23rd 

7:30am NYA Bible Study 

12:30pm Warm Wooly Knitters 
 

August 24th 

5:00pm Lobster Roll Sale 
 

August 26th 

9:00am Holy Eucharist 

5:30pm Holy Eucharist 
 

 
   Continued on page 10 
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION 

Save the Dates!! 
 

August 7              10:30                     Art team 

August 14            10:30                     Art team 

August 19            9:00-3:00              Confirmation class 

August 20            10-2:00                 Confirmation class 

August 21            10-2:00                 Confirmation class 
 

September save the dates: 
 

September 9                    Church school registration/Wing-A-Thon 

September 16   9:00        First day of church school and youth group 

September 16   11:30      Confirmation service project 

September 23   9:00        Adult forum – Belize presentation 

 

 

Confirmation Preparation 
 

The bishop’s annual visit this year will be on Sunday, September 30th.  Students aged 15 and up are 

invited to participate in confirmation prep classes, which will take place August 19-21. Classes are 

designed to guide candidates through church history, scripture, prayer, and community service. For 

more information, please contact Heather Annis; candidates should plan to enroll no later than Au-

gust 1st. 
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COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S FORMATION 

 CHURCH SCHOOL CHANGES AND CELEBRATION 
After many months, the clean-up, demolition, and reconstruction of our church school wing is close 

to complete and it looks terrific! With a new meeting space, it seemed fitting to do a complete over-

haul of our programming for children. You’ll hear more about it in the coming weeks, but here is a 

brief overview: 
 

A new meeting time: Children in grades pre-K through 5 will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:00 

to 9:45.  This will ensure adequate time for lessons and activities, will allow acolytes, teachers, and 

those who attend the early service to be full participants, make connections between lesson and lit-

urgy, and give our new rector plenty of opportunities to get to know our youngest members. Our 

first class will take place on September 16th. 
 

A new theme-based approach: Lessons and projects will relate to a specific theme for each month 

from September through May.  Themes include technology and communication, music, prayer, and 

worship, and…food! Teachers and students will explore what the Bible and church have to do with 

everyday things like cell phones, sports, dinner, and each other. 
 

A new name: With all this newness, we clearly need a new name!  Help us come up with a jazzy 

new name for our church school program! 
 

A new faith-in-action component: On the last Sunday of each month, classroom time will be re-

placed with a field trip, service project, guest speaker, or other activity for the whole family. These 

outings will reinforce the theme we’ve been studying during previous weeks. 
 

A new offering for parents: While children are in class, parents are invited to join us for an infor-

mal conversation that will dovetail with the stories their kids are learning about. Each week, our 

discussion will begin with a word, concept, Scripture passage, image, song, or other prompt which 

directly relates to the kids’ lesson.  The gathering will also include talking points or other take-

home resources so that students and parents can connect with each other during the car ride home 

or at the dinner table. 
 

A new registration event: Since we are celebrating our new and improved church school wing, we 

will kick off the program year with our first ever St. John’s Wing-A-Thon! Following the 10:00 ser-

vice on Sunday, September 9th, all parishioners, friends, and neighbors are invited to help rededi-

cate our new space and sample some of our community’s best wings.  Enter your dad’s famous 

chicken wing recipe and try to win a prize, or simply come and eat.  Wings are 25¢ each; for every 

dollar you spend, you get a chance to vote for your favorite. There will also be activities for kids 

while you are eating wings and register them for church school and youth group. 
 

A new invitation to volunteers: This year’s program will have consistent teachers throughout the 

school year, since stability is an important part of a child’s learning environment. We’ll also be 

looking for new faces to volunteer in the classroom and out “in the field” each month.  Folks who 

are interested in a short-term commitment – especially if they have a particular interest or expertise 

related to one of the themes – are welcome to help out as they are able. As always, we’re looking for 

a few people to be on our sub list, so if you think this ministry is for you, please let me know. 

For more information, to register, or to volunteer, please contact our Director of Children & Youth 

Ministries, Heather Annis at 245-4065 or heather@stjohnsbarrington.org. 
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COMMISSION ON PARISH LIFE & CARE 

 

Episcopal Church Women 
Greetings! 

Another beautiful summer season in New England!  The gardens in the “back field” of St. John’s are 

flourishing and it is a joy for me to see nature take it’s course….with much help of a team od dedi-

cated gardeners.  At this time let me thank those gardeners who—when the need id greatest—water 

my gardens when I do not make it in from Bristol.  A big THANK YOU! 
 

I have kept this short poem  -  “SPIRITUAL GARDENING” - for many years and often re-read it 

over many times.  I share it with you and hope you enjoy the message. 
 

SPIRITUAL GARDENING 

First  -  

Plant four rows of peas> 

Presence, 

Promptness, 

Preparedness, 

Perseverance 
 

Second  - 

Plant three rows of squash. 

Squash gossip, 

Squash criticism, 

Squash indifference. 
 

Third  - 

Plant five rows of lettuce   

Let us be faithful to duty, 

Let us be loyal and unselfish,  

let us be true to our obligations, 

Let us obey rules and regulations, 

Let us love one another. 
 

Finally, no garden is complete without turnips. 

Turn up at meetings, 

Turn up with a smile, 

Turn up with determination, 

And make everything count for something good and worthwhile. 
 

“Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work”  —- 

Thomas A. Edison 
 

Have a wonderful summer and God Bless!!! 

Jean Audette, ECW President 
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COMMISSION ON OUTREACH 

John’s Meals 
 

John’s meals is a continuing program that feeds 18-20 shut– ins in Barrington and Riverside.  It is 

named after a former assistant priest at St. John’s.  Since 1993 John’s Meals has delivered an average 

of 500 meals a year for 25 years. It is a program that we share with Sts. Mathew and Mark. Every 

Saturday morning a team of cooks prepare a hot meal consisting of  a protein (chicken, turkey or 

pork, usually), or pasta, a vegetable, a side (mac & cheese, potato salad, cole slaw, etc.) and a roll 

and butter.  We also give them soup or a fruit cup, depending on the weather and a dessert.  There 

is a $2 cost for the meals in order to avoid the stigma of a free meal.  The John’s Meals staff consists 

of a cook, cook’s helper, driver and riders for the Barrington and Riverside routes. The cooks are  

responsible for the main meal and we ask for donations of soup or fruit salad and dessert. Volun-

teers bring soup or a fruit cup and dessert for currently 18 people.  The staff consists primarily of St. 

John’s parishioners and people from the community. We also depend on volunteers to help deliver 

the food.  Deliveries are split between the two communities so we need 2 delivery people per week.  

The clients are primarily an extention of the State of RI Meals on Wheels program. There is a need 

for volunteers to share the work load....just one Saturday each week for six weeks. Because we split 

the program with Sts. Matthew  and Mark we have a 6 weeks on, six weeks off rotation.  During our          

rotation we need 6 weeks of desserts, soup or fruit and drivers.  You can sign up for the week or 

weeks that best suits you. This is a wonderful opportunity for families to participate in delivering 

meals, helping people in need, to give back to the elderly in our community or as a school or com-

munity commitment. Come by on a Saturday morning and see Outreach first hand.  We have just 

completed the last week of our cycle. Our next rotation starts September 8th. Please consider joining 

John’s Meals as a volunteer or as a team.  You can volunteer for as little as donating soup or dessert 

or delivering meals from 10:30– noon.  We would like more parishioners from St. John’s to partici-

pate so they can share the joy and good feelings that all of us working at John’s Meals enjoy!!   

Opportunity awaits you!! If you would like to soup, dessert or drive (we have a great need for  

drivers!) please call Dale in the office...245-4065 or an email dale@stjohnsbarrington.org or Peter 

Kanarian at 245-6257 to be put on the volunteer list or learn more about the program.               
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COMMISSION ON OUTREACH 

The Rummage Sale Needs Help to Continue! 
 

Currently, I have no co-chair for the Rummage Sale.  I need your help!  I can not put it on the fall 

calendar until I get someone, or a few people, to help with any of the following options: 

 

1) Publicity Chair: handling posts, e-mails and calling the charities that pick up at the end.  This en-

tails two e-mails to the Barrington Times (and not missing the deadline!!), managing the e-mail list 

for past Rummage Sale attendees and sending out reminders, posting on Craigslist and local yard 

sale sites, posting on our church Facebook page, and remembering to call our wonderful charities to 

schedule pick up at the end (something that sometimes escapes me as Kelly always did that). 

 

2) Saturday Sale Chair/Team:  Handle the Saturday portion of the sale completely.  The bag sale is 

from 8am-12pm and requires clean up afterward.  A team of people puts clothing stands and tables 

away, pulls out chairs for Sunday, vacuums and sweeps. 

 

3) Midweek Chair/Team:  Can you handle one or more full day during the week of set up?  People 

walk in during the day with many donations and questions.  Volunteers come to help sort.  A point 

person is needed. 

 

3) General Co-Chair!  Would you be my other half??  I'd love that! 

 

4) New Chairs:  Want to take it over completely? I'm game for that if you are.  I've done this a LONG 

time. 

 

The Rummage Sale is a decades-long tradition at St. John's.  It helps support our church and out-

reach budget, the community loves it, and we are helping to recycle clothing and keep it out of land-

fills.  It is difficult to sustain at this point, however, and will need more help from the parish if it is to 

continue.  If you have questions, or are ready to jump in, contact  

Kristyn Whitney at whitzinger@yahoo.com. 
 

mailto:whitzinger@yahoo.com
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Back Pack Drive 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St.  John’s will once again be providing filled backpacks for elementary students in need of back-to-

school supplies. We are accepting donations of NEW Back-Packs and/or supplies for elementary age 

children.  We would like to deliver them at the start of the school year so the last day to drop off 

contributions is August 28th.   

Back Pack Sunday (Blessing of the Back Packs) is September 9th.  

Recommended supplies include: Back Packs, pencils, crayons, markers, pencil boxes, colored  

pencils, pocket folders, Kleenex packets and personal size hand sanitizers.  Nothing sharp can be 

put in the backpacks. Please see Heather Annis or Dale West for more information. Take advantage 

of the back to school sales!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

COMMISSION ON OUTREACH 
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Calendar continued 
 

August 27th                               

6:00pm Property Meeting 
 

August 28th 

9:00am Staff Meeting 
 

August 29th 

 Mail Tower 

9:30am Holy Eucharist 

10:15am Women’s Bible Study 
 

August 30th 

7:30am Not Your Average Bible Study 

12:30pm Warm Wooly Knitters 

6:00pm Softball Game 

COMMISSION ON ADMINISTRATION 

Transitions 
 

The Life Eternal 
Jeffery Taber 

John H. Anderson 
 

 August Anniversaries  
Herman & Beverly Christ ~ August 2, 1947 ~ 71 years 

Bill & Gwyneth Groves ~ August 3, 1971 ~ 47 years 

Anne Marie Dupre  & James McCormick ~ August 5, 2007 ~ 11 years 

Matt & Jennifer Gill ~ August 9, 2003 ~ 15 years 

Benjamin & Kimberly Rackliffe ~ August 9, 2008 ~ 10 years 

Bob & Audrey Sprague ~  August 10, 1957 ~ 61 years 

Thomas & Margaret Kraig ~ August 16, 2008 ~ 10 years 

Ralph & Laura Barton ~ August 19, 1961 ~ 57 years 

Joe & Lori Codega ~  August 20, 1983 ~  35 years 

Lawrence & Susan Bacher ~ August 21, 1976 ~ 42 years 

Stewart & Andrea Walker ~ August 24, 1996 ~ 22 years 

Jay & Anne Gasbarro ~ August 29, 1998 ~ 20 years 

Greg & Jennifer Grant ~ August 29, 1998 ~ 20 years 

Stephen & Elizabeth Stoner ~ August 30, 1969 ~ 49 years 

Andrew & Deb Faulkner ~ August 31, 1996 ~ 22 years 

Chip & Heather Wilkerson ~ August 31, 1991 ~ 27 years 
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The mission of St. John’s Church is to be a  

community of Christians committed to the care, 

nourishment and spiritual growth of all. 

Presorted Standard 

U.S. Postage  

Paid 

Permit No. 3 

Barrington, RI 

 

Return  Service Requested 

The Reverend William Locke, Interim Rector 

The Reverend Robin Higbie, Deacon 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

191 County Road, Barrington, RI 02806 

Phone: 401-245-4065 Fax: 401-245-0518  

Website: www.stjohnsbarrington.org 

 

Summer Parish Office Hours  

Monday– Thursday 8:00am  -  2:00pm 

Friday—Closed 

   

Summer Worship Services  

Sunday: 900am and 5:30pm 

Wednesday: 9:30am 

 

August 2018 


